
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Annual Report 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      Published by: 

      The Buffalo-Red River Watershed District 

      1303 4th Avenue NE 

PO Box 341 

      Barnesville, MN  56514 

 

 

      Bruce E. Albright, BRRWD Administrator 

Wade S. Opsahl, Assistant BRRWD Administrator 

Julie M. Jerger, Resident Senior Administrative Assistant 

Danielle E. Scheffler, Resident Administrative Assistant 

Evelyn C. Jerger, Administrative Assistant 

      Phone:  (218) 354-7710 

      Fax:  (218) 354-2503 

      E-mail:  brrwd@bvillemn.net 

      Office Hours:  8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 

      Website:  www.brrwd.org 

B u f f a l o - R e d R i v e r  

W a te r s h e d Di s tr i c t  

mailto:brrwd@bvillemn.net
http://www.brrwd.org/


Table of Contents 

2014 ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARY ............................................................................................3 

WATERSHED DESCRIPTION .......................................................................................................3 

DISTRICT HISTORY ......................................................................................................................3 

BOARD OF MANAGERS ..............................................................................................................4 

STAFF AND CONSULTANTS .......................................................................................................6 

RULES AND REGULATIONS .......................................................................................................6 

OFFICE LOCATION AND HOURS ................................................................................................7 

MEETINGS ....................................................................................................................................7 

ORGANIZATIONS .........................................................................................................................8 

CITIZEN ADVISORY COMMITTEE .......................................................................................................................................... 8 
RIVER KEEPERS .................................................................................................................................................................... 9 
MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF WATERSHED DISTRICTS (MAWD) ....................................................................................... 9 

2014 MAWD Legislative Breakfast ................................................................................................................................. 9 
2014 MAWD Summer Tour ............................................................................................................................................. 9 
2014 MAWD Annual Conference .................................................................................................................................... 9 

MEDIATION PROJECT TEAM ................................................................................................................................................. 9 

MAWQCP ......................................................................................................................................................................... 10 
 

STRATEGIC PLANNING .............................................................................................................10 

FALL TOUR .................................................................................................................................10 

THANK YOU ................................................................................................................................11 

BRRWD 2014 ACTIVITIES ..........................................................................................................12 

MAJOR PROJECTS ....................................................................................................................21 

MANSTON SLOUGH WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROJECT  ...................................................................................... 22 

CLAY C.D. NOS. 9, 32, AND 33 CONSERVATION DRAINAGE ............................................................................................... 24 
GEORGETOWN FLOOD MITIGATION .................................................................................................................................... 25 
OAKPORT FLOOD MITIGATION PROJECT ............................................................................................................................ 26 

 

2014 WATERSHED DISTRICT EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR ......................................................27 

BRRWD MAP ..............................................................................................................................28 

2014 FINANCIAL REPORT  (M.S.A. 103D.355) .........................................................................29 

Page 2 of 53



 

2014 Annual Report Summary 
 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Annotated (M.S.A.) 103D.351, we hereby submit the 2014 Annual Report 

of the Buffalo-Red River Watershed District (BRRWD).  The Report contains a summary of the District’s 

activities and projects for the past year and includes a summary of the District’s financial condition.  In 

accordance with its mission statement, which states "The BRRWD is to alleviate flooding and to manage 

the water resources of the District in a manner that best protects this valuable resource", the Annual Report 

reflects the Board of Managers’ commitment toward serving the residents of the Watershed District in its 

mission to provide efficient management of our water resources for tomorrow’s future. The Buffalo-Red 

River Watershed District is focused on providing the leadership and resources needed to fulfill these water 

management goals and objectives.  A catagorical summary of the District’s stated goals include: 

 

 Floodplain management 

 Flood damage reduction, rate of  runoff, volume of runoff 

 Legal drainage systems 

 Water quality 

 Wetlands 

 Natural resources and recreation 

 Groundwater 

 Erosion and sediment control 

 Education 

 Long range work planning and financing 

 Data collection and management 

 

District activities are guided by the Revised Watershed Management Plan (RWMP), prescribed by the 

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR).   

Watershed Description 
 

Started in 1960, the BRRWD currently covers an area of approximately 1,780 square miles in Clay, 

Becker, Otter Tail, and Wilkin Counties.  The principal watercourse is the Buffalo River, located in parts of 

Becker and Clay Counties.  The district was enlarged in 1976 and 2012.  A tributary to the Buffalo River is 

the South Branch of the Buffalo River located in parts of Clay, Wilkin, and Otter Tail Counties.  

Tributarties to the South Branch include Stony Creek, Hay Creek, Whisky Creek, and Deerhorn Creek.  

Wolverton Creek is a direct tributary to the Red River of the North and lies west and south of the South 

Branch of the Buffalo River in parts of Wilkin and Clay Counties.  The principal watercourses in the newly 

added area are Whiskey Creek and the Otter Tail River, located downstream of Orwell Dam to 

Breckenridge, MN, in Otter Tail and Wilkin Counties. 

District History 
 

The BRRWD, formerly known as the South Buffalo Watershed District, was established on August 31, 

1960, as was comprised of approximately 344 square miles in Clay, Otter Tail, and Wilkin Counties 

(primarily the South Branch of the Buffalo River).  Following a severe summer flood in 1975, it became 
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apparent that any rational approach to address flooding needed to include all of the area contributing runoff 

to the Buffalo River.  By order, dated September 17, 1976, the State of Minnesota expanded the District 

and changed the name to the Buffalo-Red River Watershed District.  The same order expanded the 

representation on the Board of Managers.  The newly formed Board of Managers adopted their first Overall 

Plan in January 9, 1978, and submitted the plan to the State for approval.  The State approved the Overall 

Plan on July 26, 1978.  The most recent Revised Watershed Management Plan (RWMP) was approved by 

the BWSR on June 23, 2010.  In 2011, Wilkin and Otter Tail Counties petitioned the BWSR to expand the 

BRRWD instead of creating a new separate watershed district for the area that was located between the pre-

expansion south border of the BRRWD and the Bois de Sioux Watershed District.  By order of the BWSR 

on April, 25, 2012, the State of Minnesota expanded the BRRWD to its current size.  The same order 

expanded the representation on the Board of Managers to include an additional Manager from Wilkin 

County and a Manager from Otter Tail County. 

Board of Managers 
 

A Board of Managers governs the BRRWD.  Managers are appointed by the County Commissioners for a 

term of three years, and they can be reappointed.  Their job is to preside over the business of the District as 

it pursues the conservation of natural resources through regulation and the use of sound principles.  The 

following officers were elected at the Annual Meeting, held on January 13, 2014: 

 

 

 

 

Gerald L. Van Amburg 

Chair 

Clay County 

 

 

Phone: (218) 236-7659 

Email: vanambur@cord.edu 

Term Expires: 08/31/17 

 

 

 

 

Peter V. Fjestad  

Vice Chair 

Otter Tail County 

 

 

Phone: (218) 731-4630 

Email: pfjestad@gmail.com 

Term Expires: 08/31/15 

 

 

 

 

Curtis M. Nelson 

Treasurer 

Clay County 

 

 

Phone: (218) 937-5435 

Email: brrwd@bvillemn.net  

Term Expired: 08/31/14 
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John E. Hanson 

Secretary 

Becker County 

 

 

Phone: (218) 439-6727 

Email: brrwd@bvillemn.net  

Term Expires: 08/31/15 

 

 

 

 

Troy E. Larson 

Manager 

Wilkin County 

 

 

Phone: (218) 867-2292 

Email: lf1871@rtelnet.net 

Term Expires: 08/31/15 

 

 

 

 

Breanna L. Kobiela  

Manager 

Clay County 

 

 

Phone: (218) 330-3384 

Email: breakobiela@gmail.com 

Term Expires: 08/31/15 

 

 

 

 

Catherine L. Affield 

Manager 

Wilkin County 

 

 

 

Phone: (218) 557-8827 

Email: affield@rrt.net 

Term Expires: 08/31/16 

 

 

 

 

 

Curtis M. Nelson retired from the BRRWD Board in August of 2014 after 33 years of service (1981-2014).  

In September of 2014, a new Manager was appointed and named Treasurer:  Mark T. Anderson. 

 

 

 

 

Mark T. Anderson 

Treasurer 

Clay County 

 

 

 

Phone: (701) 361-0998 

Email: marktanderson3@gmail.com 

Term Expires: 08/31/17 
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Staff and Consultants 
 

BRRWD Administrator 

Bruce E. Albright 

Assistant BRRWD Administrator 

Wade S. Opsahl 

Resident Senior Administrative Assistant 

Julie M. Jerger 

Resident Administrative Assistant 

Danielle E. Scheffler 

Administrative Assistant 

Evelyn C. Jerger 

 

Consulting Engineer 

Erik S. Jones, PE 

Houston Engineering, Inc. 

1401 21st AVE N 

Fargo, ND 58102 

 

Consulting Attorney 

Tami L. Norgard 

Vogel Law Firm 

218 NP AVE 

Fargo, ND  58107 

Accountant 

Harold J. Rotunda, CPA 

PO Box 816 

West Fargo, ND  58078 

 

Rules and Regulations 
 

The Rules of the BRRWD (M.S.A. 103D.341) were adopted by the Board of Managers, BRRWD, on May 

12, 1979.  A BRRWD permit (M.S.A. 103D.345) is required for the following: 

 

 Construction of an artificial drainageways across a subwatershed into another watershed. 

 

 Diversion of water into a legal drainage system from lands not assessed for the drainage system.   

 

 Works or alterations of any legal drainage system under the jurisdiction of the Board of Managers 

 

 Drainage of any wetland 

 

 Construction, removal, or abandonment of a reservoir having a surface area of five acres or more 

 

 Construction of a bridge or placement of a culvert on any natural or legal drainage system 

 

 Change in the bed, banks, or shores of natural drainageways, lakes, or wetlands 

 

 Placement of obstructions or disposal of wastes directly or indirectly into a natural or legal drainage 

system 

 

 Excavation, grading, or filling of, or near, any natural or legal drainage system 
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 All water uses other than domestic use; domestic use is limited to sources serving twenty-five or 

fewer people 

 

 Crossing of natural drainageways or established legal drainage systems by pipelines or underground 

utilities lines 

 

In 2014, the BRRWD reviewed 163 permit applications for a variety of projects.  The Board approved 150 

of these applications.  The Board considers all applications for permits at their regular meetings.  Anyone 

contemplating any of the work described above is urged to contact our office for further information.  No 

fee is required.  The BRRWD Rules and Application for Permit can be found on the District's Website at 

www.brrwd.org. 

Office Location and Hours 
 

The BRRWD office is located at 1303 4th Avenue Northeast in Barnesville, MN.  The office is open 

Monday through Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  

 

 

Meetings 
 

The Board holds regular business meetings on the second and fourth Monday of each month.  The Annual 

Meeting is held in January and the Annual Budget Hearing is held in September.  Meetings start at 7:00 PM 

and are held at the BRRWD office, 1303 4th AVE NE, Barnesville, MN.  All meetings are open to the 

public.  
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January 13, 2014 May 27, 2014 September 22, 2014 

January 27, 2014 June 9, 2014 October 14, 2014 

February 10, 2014 June 23, 2014 October 27, 2014 

February 24, 2014 July 14, 2014 November 10, 2014 

March 10, 2014 July 22, 2014* November 24, 2014 

March 24, 2014 July 28, 2014 December 8, 2014 

April 14, 2014 August 11, 2014 December 22, 2014 

April 28, 2014 August 25, 2012  

May 12, 2014 September 8, 2014 *denotes a special meeting 

Organizations 

Citizen Advisory Committee 
To ensure public input and fulfill the needs of the community, the Board of Managers, BRRWD, has 

appointed a Citizens' Advisory Committee (M.S.A. 103D.331) to provide recommendations on matters 

affecting the BRRWD, including projects, improvements, and activities.  The BRRWD performs annual 

work planning with its Advisory Committee, as required by Minnesota Statute.  This year, the Advisory 

Committee held their annual meeting on March 28, 2014, at the Barnesville Watershed office.  The group 

reviewed the BRRWD's 2013 activities and the proposed 2014 projects.  They discussed the Revised 

Watershed Management Plan (RWMP), Buffalo River/Upper Red River TMDLs, Watershed District 

Enlargement, and the BRRWD's continuing negotiations with the RRWMB regarding possibly rejoining 

that organization. 

 

The current Advisory Committee members are: 

 

Ross Aigner SWCD Manager, Wilkin County 

Don Bajumpaa SWCD Manager, Wilkin County 

Cliff Barth Mayor, City of Breckenridge 

John Boen Landowner, Otter Tail County  

Wayne Brendemuhl Landowner, Clay County  

Roger Ellefson Past BRRWD Manager 

Jon Evert Commissioner, Clay County 

Jerome Flottemesch SWCD Manager, Becker County 

Lyle Hovland Commissioner, Wilkin County  

Wayne D. Johnson Commissioner, Otter Tail County  

Edwin Johnson, Jr. Landowner, Otter Tail County 

Barry Nelson Commissioner, Becker County  

Jerry Nordick Landowner, Wilkin County 

Sherwood Peterson Landowner, Clay County  

Charles Piekarski Landowner, Otter Tail County 

Robert Scherzer Landowner, Becker County  

Orrin B. Sorum Landowner, Otter Tail County 

William D. Steffl Past BRRWD Manager 

Arvid Thompson Landowner, Clay County  
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River Keepers 
The Board of Managers continues to support the efforts of River Keepers.  This organization is an advocate 

for the Red River in the Fargo/Moorhead community.  In 2014, the BRRWD committed to supporting 

River Keepers with a funding contribution of $45,000.  This contribution will be collected through the use 

of an ad valorem tax authorized by M.S.A. 103D.905, Subd. 3.  

 

Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD) 

2014 MAWD Legislative Breakfast 

Office Administrator, Bruce Albright, and BRRWD Managers attended the 2014 MAWD Legislative 

Breakfast and Day at the Capitol on March 19-20, 2014, in the Capitol Hall, Kelly Inn, and St. Paul.  The 

purpose of the Legislative Day is for Watershed Managers to meet with our legislators to get better 

acquainted and to make them aware of Watershed Districts' perspectives on key issues.  Local topics 

considered in 2014 included the Oakport Flood Mitigation, Manston Slough Restoration, area lake outlets, 

and the Georgetown Levee Improvements.   

2014 MAWD Summer Tour 

The 2014 MAWD Summer Tour was held on June 18-20, 2014, in Stillwater, MN.  This year’s theme was 

"We’re all in the same boat!  The St. Croix River Basin:  A model for working together to accomplish 

water quality and natural resource protection goals."  Bruce E. Albright and Erik S. Jones from Houston 

Engineering, Inc. attended, along with BRRWD Managers Gerald L. Van Amburg, Peter V. Fjestad, John 

E. Hanson, and Curtis M. Nelson.    

 

2014 MAWD Annual Meeting and Trade Show 

The MAWD Annual Meeting and Trade Show was held at the Arrowwood Conference Center in 

Alexandria, MN, on December 4-6, 2014.  Bruce E. Albright, BRRWD Administrator, served as a panel 

member for the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) update.  

Mangers Gerald L. Van Amburg, Peter V. Fjestad, Mark T. Anderson, John E. Hanson, Breanna L. 

Kobiela, and Catherine L. Affield attended. 

 

Mediation Project Team 
In 1997, the Legislature mandated formation of the Red River Basin Flood Damage Reduction Work Group 

(RRBFDRWG) to resolve grid lock over state/federal permitting of flood damage reduction projects in the 

Red River Valley.  The resulting agreement was intended as the framework for a new, collaborative 

approach to implement both flood damage reduction and natural resource protection and enhancement in 

ways that benefit all Minnesota citizens.  The keys to this new approach are comprehensive watershed 

planning, clearly identified goals, early consultation and collaboration on flood damage reduction projects 

among stakeholders, and a cooperative approach to project permitting.  The purpose of the Mediation 

Agreement is: "To reach consensus agreements on long term solutions for reducing flood damage and for 

protection and enhancement of natural resources.  Such agreements should balance important economic, 

environmental, and social considerations, and must provide for fair and effective procedures to resolve 

future conflicts related to flood damage reduction." 
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Since 1998, the BRRWD Mediation Project Team (PT) has met approximately six times per year.  The 

result of their work has been several multipurpose projects, incorporating both flood damage reduction (fdr) 

and natural resource enhancement (nre).  In 2014, the PT worked on several projects, including Manston 

Slough Restoration, Oakport Flood Mitigation, Wolverton Creek/Comstock Coulee, Georgetown Levee 

Improvements, South Branch of the Buffalo River FDR/NRE, Buffalo River/Upper Red River Total 

Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Studies, Otter Tail River Erosion, MAWQCP, Watershed District 

Enlargement, and the Hawley Buffalo River Stabilization. 

MAWQCP 
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA) and the Buffalo-Red River Watershed District 

(BRRWD) invited farmers in the Whiskey Creek area to an open house on March 14, 2014, to learn how 

they can get involved in the Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP). 

 

MAWQCP is a voluntary program designed to accelerate adoption of on-farm conservation practices that 

protect Minnesota’s rivers and streams. Producers who implement and maintain approved farm 

management practices will be certified and in turn assured that their operation will obtain regulatory 

certainty for a period of ten years. The Whiskey Creek area was selected as one of four pilots throughout 

the state to test and refine the program. This pilot area includes parts of Wilkin and west Otter Tail County. 

 

At the open house, MDA and BRRWD staff provided a brief presentation on the program and demonstrated 

the assessment tool used to evaluate individual operations. A panel discussion featured local farmers, 

advisory committee members, and technical staff. Attendees had the opportunity to ask questions about the 

program and receive a free assessment of their farm. 

 

Strategic Planning 
 

 

The BRRWD was a recipient of a BWSR PRAP and Training Assistance Grant, which allowed them to go 

through a strategic planning process.  Donna Rae Scheffert of Leadership Tools was selected to complete 

the effort.  Work began on January 31, 2014, with interviews of the BRRWD Managers and Staff.  The 

entire process took several months to complete.  In May of 2014, the BRRWD was presented with a 

Strategic Plan to guide them through the years 2014-2017 and beyond.  The strategic plan includes a 

description of the BRRWD, background and history of the organization, work priorities, strategic goals, 

management basics, operational strengths and weaknesses, strategic action plan, and a fiscal overview.  The 

Strategic Plan is on file with the BRRWD office and is available for review.  

Fall Tour 
 

The BRRWD held their Fall Tour on Thursday, October 9, 2014, at the Galaxie Supper Club in Barnesville.  

The BRRWD Advisory Committee, Mediation PT members, County Commissioners, State Legislators, and 

Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) supervisors were all invited to the event.  The group took a 

bus tour of BRRWD projects that included the Buffalo River Restoration, Glyndon Waterway, Georgetown 

Flood Control, Oakport Flood Mitigation and Manston Slough Restoration. 
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Thank You 
 

The Board of Managers, BRRWD, would like to thank Manager 

Curtis M. Nelson for his 33 years (1981-2014) of dedicated service.  

An open house in his honor was held on December 12, 2014 at the 

Galaxie Supper Club, Barnesville.  His leadership and knowledge of 

the District will be missed. 
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BRRWD 2014 Activities 
 

January 2014 

 Election of officers, only change-Vice Chair-Peter Fjestad.  H.E. reappointed as 2014 consulting 

engineer, Vogel Law Firm-legal consultant, Joel D. Carlson-BRRWD Lobbyist.   

 
 Board reviews Wilkin County Environmental Office letter about possible zoning/flood water 

storage regulations.   

 

 Signed contract with Scheffert for BRRWD Strategic Planning. 

 

 Signed Final Order for new BRRWD area boundaries in Wilkin and Otter Tail Counties.   

 

 Notice to Clay County that they will need to make two 2014 Manager appointments. 

 

 Scheduled several meetings/hearings for February and March.   

 

 Scheduled a meeting with local Representatives to discuss Oakport funding (approximately $5.26 

million). 

 

 Made a $200 donation to Becker and Wilkin Counties Area I Envirothons.   

 

February 2014 

 Held Barnesville Township Drainage Study meeting. 

 

 Clay C.D. No. 20 hearing scheduled for Thursday, April 3, 2014. 

 

 Held Riverton Township/Clay C.D. No. 12 Landowner Informational Meeting. 

 

 Held NRCS/WRP Status meeting. 

 

 Preliminary Hearing for Pj. No. 76, Clay C.D. No. 3-Lateral No. 8. 

 

 Mediation PT meeting. 

 
 Met with Bois de Sioux Watershed District to discuss possible boundary changes in Wilkin and 

Otter Tail Counties.   

 

 Discussed diking complaint in SW¼, Section 29, Riverton Township, Clay County. 

 

 Georgetown Levee project budget shows approximately $190,000 still needed to complete 

project. 

 

 Informational meeting held for Clay/Wilkin Judicial Ditch No. 1. 
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 Discussed acquiring 14 miles of temporary right-of-way along Clay C.D. No. 10 for 2014 

maintenance.   

 

 MAWQCP Steering Committee meeting. 

 

 Meeting held with DNR and City of Hawley to make changes to the Hawley Buffalo River 

Restoration project. 

 

March 2014 

 Discussed 2014 water quality monitoring sites (41) and parameters.  

 

 Signed contract with DNR to maintain eight open water season continuous recording stream 

gauges.   

 

 Met with Viewer, Petitioner, and downstream landowner for Pj. No. 74, Clay C.D. No. 51-

Lateral No. 3. 

 

 Informational meeting to discuss Whiskey Creek repair in Section 14, Connelly Township, 

Wilkin County.   

 

 Strategic Planning Session. 

 

 Authorized H.E. to investigate repairs to Clay/Wilkin Judicial Ditch No. 1.   

 

 Revise schedule for RWMP.   

 

 Held Informational Meeting with Wolverton Creek/Comstock Coulee Steering Committee. 

 

 Attended the Minnesota Association of Watershed Districts (MAWD) Legislative Reception.   

 

 Attended Red River Basin Flood Damage Reduction Work Group (RRBFDRWG) Annual 

Conference. 

 

April 2014 

 Contributed $5,000 to RRBC for “Northwest Regional Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention 

Project”. 

 

 Adopted Redetermination of Benefits for Becker C.D. Nos. 10 and 19. 

 

 Met with landowner concerning erosion on Clay C.D. No. 39 outlet. 

 

 Held hearing regarding the inclusion of property to Clay C.D. No. 20. 

 

 Received petition to add N1/2SW1/4, Section 5, Prairie View Township, to Wilkin C.D. No. 41. 

 

 Approved payment of temporary R/W for Clay C.D. No. 10. 
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 Held Mediation PT meeting on 04/24/14. 

 

 Applied for RRBFDRWG grant for Barnesville Township project. 

 

 Authorized HEI to conduct R/W analysis on Wilkin C.D. Nos. 5A, 22, & 26. 

 

 Completed Strategic Planning with workshop held on 04/15/14. 

 

 Sent out plans/specifications for Hough Channel erosion repair, Section 30, Tansem Township, 

Clay County. 

 

 Nate Strand presented 2014/2015 River Watch Budget of $5,152.56. 

 

 Barnesville River Watch students won Judges’ Choice Gold Award. 

 

 City of Detroit Lakes’ reps discuss possible new wastewater outlet. 

 

 Stakke Lake landowners discussed options for stabilizing lake’s outlet. 

 

 Harold J. Rotunda, CPA, presented the 2013 audit. Total revenue of $9,248,511. Total expenses 

of $8,434,122. Year-end balance of $1,026,981. 

 

 Signed EAW for repair of Whiskey Creek, Section 14, Connelly Township, Wilkin County. 

 

 Landowners contacted office regarding drainage concerns on J.D. No. 1. 

 

 Solicited bids for repair of Clay C.D. No. 10. 

 

 Revised RWMP completion date to 05/31/15. 

 Awarded Hough Channel erosion repair to Steven Johnson Excavation with bid of $29,325. 

 

 Signed EAW for Hawley Buffalo River Restoration Project. 

 

May 2014 

 Spent considerable time dealing with new permit system. 

 

 Submitted DNR permit application for Whiskey Creek, Section 14, Connelly Township, Wilkin 

County. 

 

 Noted homeowner concerns regarding Country Heritage Outlet Project. 

 

 Vogel Law Firm started condemnation proceeding for Kent Rod-N-Gun Club property, Manston 

Slough Restoration Project. 

 

 Held Holmesville Township landowner meetings regarding elevation of Rock Lake, Becker C.D. 

No. 19 system. 
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 Granted extension to Ziegler Construction, Inc. for Elkton Township Wetland Mitigation Project. 

 

 Awarded Glyndon Township waterway repair to Steven Johnson Excavation with bid of $24,840. 

 

 Approved contract amendment with HEI for hiring of home-based Administrative Assistant and 

part-time Resident Administrative Assistant. 

 

 Gladen Construction, Inc. completed field drainage improvements for Pj. No. 71, City of 

Moorhead, 50th AVE S Flood Control Levees. 

 

 Gladen Construction, Inc. resumed work on Manston Slough Restoration Project. 

 

 Oakport Township Flood Mitigation Project did not receive 2014 funding. 

 

 Authorized HEI to prepare hydraulic analysis of Rock-Rice Road crossing and C.R. No. 27 

crossing at the Momb Lake outlet to see if structures are restricting flow in Becker C.D. No. 19. 

 

 Approved MN DNR letter prepared by the City of Moorhead’s attorney pertaining to F-M 

Diversion.  

 

June 2014 

 Contributed $37,658 to Becker SWCD for work around Boyer Lake after presentation by Peter 

Mead. 

 

 No comments received from MN DNR or MHS concerning EAW for Whiskey Creek, 

Section 14, Connelly Township. 

 

 Discussed costs for Clay County petition for Swede Grove Lake outlet. 

 

 Held Manston Slough Restoration meeting with agencies on 06/18/14. 

 

 Authorized Vogel Law Firm to contact Oakport landowners regarding stockpile of materials. 

 

 Repair of Clay C.D. No. 10 was awarded to:  Phase 1 - JBX, LLC for $87,150; Phase 2 - William 

Nichol Excavating, Inc. for $52,550; and Phase 3 - William Nichol Excavating, Inc. for $46,430. 

 

 Request for proposals from MPCA regarding communities adapting to climate change and 

extreme weather conditions. 

 

 Received Stakke Lake report that discusses the impacts of raising lake runout elevation. 

 

 Viewers continued work on Redetermination of Benefits for Clay C.D. Nos. 9, 32, and 33. 

 

 MAWQCP KAP questionnaire mailed to landowners in Whiskey Creek drainage area. 

 

 Consider creation of “water management district” for Wolverton Creek/Comstock Coulee 

drainage area. 
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 Awarded repair of Clay C.D. No. 5 outlet to Northern States Excavating, Inc. with a bid of 

$85,038. 

 

 Signed DNR grant for Hawley Buffalo River Restoration (grant amount $469,000 /completion 

date 06/30/15). 

 

 Notified by landowner that J.D. No. 2 water overtopped the ditch berm causing flooding in fields. 

Authorized HEI to analyze problem/make recommendations for repair. 

 

 Discussed recent flooding problems along Wilkin C.D. Nos. 1-C and 34. 

 

 Considered use of a form to notify downstream landowners when permits are issued that could 

affect them. 

 

 Dismissed petition for Pj. No. 76, Wilkin C.D. No. 31-Proposed Lat.  No. 8. 

 

 Discussed status of proposed Clay C.D. No. 51 Lateral, Section 28, Kragnes Township. 

 

 Authorized HEI to investigate repairs of Pj. No. 37, Clay C.D. No. 1-Lat. 1, between T.H. No. 75 

and outlet. 

 

 Authorized analysis for potential diversion on County line (Clay-Wilkin J.D. No. 1). 

 

 Authorized demolition of a house associated with Pj. No. 49, Oakport Flood Mitigation, with a 

bid of $18,500. 

 

 Held Mediation PT meeting on 06/26/14. 

 

 Approved the Record of Decision on the need for an EIS pertaining to the Hawley Buffalo River 

Restoration Project. 

 

 Authorized HEI investigation for petitioned repairs on Wilkin C.D. No. 42 and Clay C.D. No. 31. 

 

 Attended MAWD Summer Tour in Stillwater on June 18-20, 2014. 

 

July 2014 

 Attended RRV Ag Water Forum titled “Building Grower Awareness and Local Engagement” at 

Nordick Farm on 07/18/14. 

 

 Landowner concern that BRRWD needs to regulate tile operation. 

 

 Wilkin County Commissioner attended meeting for Diversion update. BRRWD will analyze 

effects of ring dike proposed by COE for OHB. 

 

 Detour route for CSAH No. 26 completed for Manston Slough Restoration. 

 Authorized survey work to begin on Barnesville Township Comprehensive Project. Received 

$10,000 grant through RRBFDRWG. 
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 All construction work completed on Clay C.D. Nos. 9, 32, and 33. 

 

 Board approved 2013 Annual Report. 

 

 Landowner discussed concerns with erosion site, NE1/4, Section 6, Manston Township. HEI will 

conduct survey. 

 

 F-M Diversion Upstream Coalition asked for update regarding the COE’s request for ROE to 

Minnesota lands in the upstream staging area. 

 Survey work completed on CSAH No. 26, Manston Slough Restoration Project. 

 

 Reviewed possible alignments for retention area on Stony Creek. 

 

 Working with MPCA to extend Buffalo River TMDL study deadline. 

 

 Mailed hearing notices to add/delete lands from Clay C.D. Nos. 21 and 58. 

 

 Authorized 2014 ditch/project spraying. 

 

 Approved repair of plugged channel/erosion site in Section 12, Atherton Township, downstream 

of CSAH No. 52, on Wilkin C.D. No. 41. 

 

 Attended MAWQCP meeting in Fergus Falls on July 8-9, 2014. 

 

August 2014 

 Discussed progress of Manston Slough Restoration Project.  Concrete work started on CSAH 

No. 26 structures. 

 

 Steven Johnson Excavation completed work on Glyndon Township road erosion.  

 

 Work completed on Clay C.D. No. 5 outlet. 

 

 Received preliminary hydraulic analysis for Becker C.D. No. 19. 

 

 Received a report regarding possible diversion on Clay-Wilkin J.D. No. 1. 

 

 Opened bids for Hawley Buffalo River Restoration Project. 

 

 Buffalo River TMDL MPCA study extended to 12/31/14. 

 

 Wilkin County held hearing to transfer drainage systems. 

 

 Reviewed chronological listing of Swede Grove Lake events/activities. 

 

 Board agreed to support two NDSU grant proposals:  “Impact of Drainage Water Management 

on Soil Phosphorus Loss in the Red River of the North Basin” and “Managing Water for 

Increased Resiliency of Drained Agricultural Landscapes”. 
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 Clay County Manager Curtis M. Nelson retired after 33 years of service. 

 

 New Clay County Manager Mark T. Anderson is appointed. 

 

 Manager Gerald L. Van Amburg is reappointed for another 3-year term. 

 

 Discussed drainage issues in Sections 27 and 34, Skree Township, Clay County. 

 

 Landowner near OHB ring dike (built by F-M Diversion Authority) expressed concerns 

regarding change to water levels on the MN side of river. 

 

 Petitioner for Clay C.D. No. 51 lateral to start over with new petition. 

 

 Working with Moorhead Police Chief regarding future hunting in Oakport Township. This area 

will be annexed into the City of Moorhead 01/01/15. 

 

 Awarded Hawley Buffalo River Restoration Project to Reiner Contracting, Inc. with bid of 

$644,602.50. 

 

 Submitted a BWSR Targeted Watershed Demonstration Program application for the Wolverton 

Creek/Comstock Coulee Restoration Project. 

 

 Discussed water quality monitoring for Pj. No. 46, Turtle Lake Outlet. 

 

 Submitted support letter for RRRA’s application to NRCS for Farm Bill Regional Conservation 

Partnership Program (RCPP). 

 

 Approved repairs to Becker C.D. No. 5. 

 

September 2014 

 Held informational meeting with J.D. 1 landowners 09/04/14. 

 

 Held Annual Budget Hearing. Following levies were set:  administrative $250,000; insurance 

$20,000; general $522,822; second general $450,000; total general $1,242,822 ($1,108,665 in 

2014). 

 

 Set levies for project/drainage systems. 

 

 Discussed flooding/erosion/drainage issues along the South Branch of Buffalo River, Manston 

Township.  Potential retention area SE1/4, Section 11. 

 

 Held informational meeting for drainage issues/concerns in Sections 27 and 34, Skree Township, 

Clay County. 

 

 Accepted new petition for lateral ditch, Section 28, Kragnes Township, Clay County. 
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 Granted time extensions to JBX LLC and William Nichols Excavating, Inc. for Clay C.D. 

No. 10. 

 

 Held Mediation PT meeting. 

 

 Discussed restoration of Whiskey Creek, Section 14, Connelly Township.  CUP will be required 

from Wilkin County Environmental Planning Office. 

 

 Approved Pay Request No. 5 to Gladen Construction, Inc. for Manston Slough Restoration for 

$699,723.78.  Approved extension to 10/31/14. 

 

 Reviewed analysis of OHB Ring Levees.  Project’s impacts are near zero.  

 

 Attended MAWQCP meetings in St. Cloud. 

 

 Wilkin County Board of Commissioners transferred 18 drainage systems. 

 

 Discussed IWI paper “Water Management Options for Surface Draining”. 

 

 Authorized replacement of crossing along C.R. No. 30, Section 29, Prairie View Township, 

Wilkin County, on C.D. No. 43. 

 

 Authorized repairs to Clay C.D. No. 69. 

 

 Submitted two grant application to BWSR for their CWF program:  Clay C.D. No. 23 outlet 

erosion and Clay C.D. No. 39 outlet repairs/Clay C.D. No. 59 field outlets. 

 

 Authorized Thompson Greenery to complete additional office landscaping work. 

 

October 2014 

 Gladen Construction, Inc. has punch list items to complete on Manston Slough Restoration 

Project. 

 

 Extended DNR grant for Pj. No. 39, Georgetown Levee to 12/31/15. 

 

 Possible fee discussed for Becker C.D. Nos. 5 and 15 outlet usage by Detroit Lakes Waste Water 

Treatment Facility. 

 

 Held BRRWD Fall Tour. 

 

 Sent ROE letters to obtain permission for Army COE to enter five cemeteries on MN side of Red 

River. 

 

 Ziegler Construction, Inc. completed work on Elkton Township Wetland Restoration. 

 

 Approved request to remove sediment from Becker C.D. No. 15, Section 21, Hamden Township. 
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November 2014 

 Reached agreement with Skree Township officials and landowners in Sections 27 and 34 

regarding culverts and drainage in that area. 

 

 Specifically named BRRWD Managers have been dropped from a federal lawsuit filed by Roger 

Minch pertaining to drainage issues in Sections 28 and 34, Kragnes Township, Clay County. 

 

 Met with North Country Trail Planner regarding a possible hiking trail that would connect 

Maplewood State Park with Fort Abercrombie. 

 

 Implemented a new agenda format.  Second meeting of the month will be devoted to discussion 

of upcoming issues, etc.  

 

December 2014 

 Held Steering and Advisory Committee meeting regarding the Whiskey Creek pilot area and 

MAWQCP. 

 

 Reviewed HEI’s investigation of drainage concerns in Section 21, Tanberg Township, Wilkin 

County. 

 

 Completed field survey work to develop easements needed for the restoration of Whiskey Creek, 

Section 14, Connelly Township, Wilkin County. 

 

 Signed Amend. No. 8 to the DNR FDR grant obtained for the Manston Slough Restoration 

Project. Extended completion date to 09/30/15. 

 

 Held meeting with City of Moorhead to discuss financing needed to complete the Oakport Flood 

Mitigation Project. 

 

 Discussed possible project for South Branch of the Buffalo River.  Smaller concept beginning at 

C.R. No. 30 and proceeding upstream to T.H. No. 9. 

 

 Currently working with the NRCS on two WRP projects:  1) Section 4, Manston Township, and 

Section 33, Atherton Township, Wilkin County and 2) South Reep Lake, Sections 4 and 5, 

Audubon Township, Becker County. 

 

 Attended MAWD Annual Meeting & Trade Show. 

 

 Albright selected by BWSR as “Watershed District Employee of the Year”. 

 

 Met with Laserfiche salesperson. 
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MANSTON SLOUGH 

WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

 

Background  

Recent consideration of the Manston 

Slough project was initiated after the 

Minnesota DNR began looking at 

enhancing wetlands in the East Half of 

Section 19, Manston Township, in the 

Manston Wildlife Management Area 

(WMA). After review of the site by the 

Buffalo-Red River Watershed District 

(BRRWD) and their Engineer, the 

BRRWD and their Mediation Project 

Team (PT) decided that a larger, more 

comprehensive project would restore 

historic wetland water levels while 

providing additional flood control.  

The Manston Slough project is located 

in Mitchell, Manston, and Meadows 

townships in Wilkin County. The 

project site is located near the bottom 

of the beach ridge on very flat 

topography. Runoff from the east 

drops quickly through the landscape 

upstream of the site and then enters 

the Manston Slough area, spilling out 

of various waterways that drain into 

the historic basin.  

The project is approximately two miles 

wide in the east-west direction and 

four miles long in the north-south 

direction. A large portion of the 

Manston Slough project area includes 

land owned by the US Fish & Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) and MnDNR. 

During meetings with personnel from 

the MnDNR and USFWS, it became 

evident that, in addition to flood 

control, the site also had great 

potential for wildlife habitat 

enhancement. The State of Minnesota 

initially drained the area in the late 

1800s with the construction of Ditch 

No. 15. 

LiDAR, aerial, and GPS ground survey 

was conducted in order to obtain 

ground elevations for the site. A 

geotechnical investigation was also 

started to determine the subsurface 

conditions.  

The NRCS/Ducks Unlimited (DU) has 

been encouraging landowners with 

property in the flood pool and wetland 

areas around the project site to sign 

up for the Wetland Reserve 

Enhancement Program (WREP). 

There has been significant interest by 

landowners in this program.  

In 2003, the Governor's Clean Water 

Cabinet selected this site as one of 

their Pilot Project Initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

» Location 

On Wilkin County Ditch No. 13-Lateral, a 

tributary to the South Branch of the Buffalo 

River, in northern Wilkin County 

approximately 10 miles southwest of 

Barnesville, Minnesota 

» Client 

Buffalo-Red River Watershed District 

» Contact 

Gerald Van Amburg 

Chairman 

218.354.7710 

 08 (1915-146) 11-12-14 

» Client Benefits 
A preliminary cost-benefit analysis was conducted for the project. The 

estimate of project costs was $3.1 million. Project benefits, expected to 

exceed $15 million, include: 

• Floodwater storage and retention and Buffalo Aquifer recharge. 

• Natural resource enhancement – 1,147 acres of new restored 

wetlands in addition to enhancement of existing wetlands. 

• Nutrient assimilation and sediment entrapment, resulting in improved 

water quality. 

• Improved nesting habitat for waterfowl and improved habitat for 

breeding, feeding, or cover purposes for other species. 

 

 

� 

Page 22 of 53



 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

MANSTON SLOUGH WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PROJECT 

continued 

 
The Project  

The project drainage area is 26.5 square miles and extends approximately seven miles east of the site.  

The project includes:  

• A low hazard classification dam with 4,340 acre-feet of storage below the emergency spillway crest 

• 1,147 acres of wetland restoration 

• A water level control structure to manage wetland elevations 

• Upland watershed treatment to control erosion 

The dam embankment has a maximum height of approximately eight feet. The principal spillway consists of a reinforced 

concrete culvert through the dam embankment and a reinforced concrete box drop inlet. Most of the project embankments 

involve modifying existing roads. Stoplogs were placed in the side of the box inlet to allow management of the wetland pool. 

The proposed 300-foot vegetated emergency spillway is designed to convey discharges in excess of the principal spillway 

capacity at nonerosive velocities. The US Army Corps of Engineers’ HEC-HMS and HEC-RAS computer programs were used 

extensively to simulate runoff events and aid in the design of spillway features. Wilkin County Ditch No. 13-Lateral serves as 

the outlet channel and provides drawdown capability to provide access to the site for project construction and operation and 

maintenance. Upon securing funding and permits, construction began in 2008. 

Funding 

• Buffalo-Red River Watershed District (M.S.A. 103D.905, Subd. 3) 

$775,000 

• State of Minnesota DNR Flood Damage Reduction Grant 

$1,550,000 

• Project Assessments per Benefited Party (M.S.A. 103D.725) 

$775,000 � 
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CLAY COUNTY DITCHES 9, 32, AND 33 

CONSERVATION DRAINAGE 

 

Background  

The Red River of the North is listed on 

the Section 303(d) list as impaired for 

turbidity due to excess sediment being 

carried in the runoff. The Red River is 

a source of drinking water for the City 

of Moorhead, MN, and 86% of 

Moorhead's water supply comes from 

the Red River. Increased turbidity and 

sediment load has increased 

treatment costs for the drinking water 

in the City and other communities 

along the Red River that their raw 

water from the river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Project  

The Water Quality Improvement 

Project, funded by a 2013 MN Board 

of Water and Soil Resources Clean 

Water Fund Conservation Drainage 

grant, included the retrofit of Clay 

County Ditches 9, 32, and 33 just 

south of Moorhead. The project 

involved the installation of 179 

culverted side inlet sediment controls 

and 40 acres of buffer strips. The side 

inlets and buffer strips became part of 

the ditch systems via MN Statutes 

103E.021, Subd. 6, and the full extent 

of all three ditch systems, including 

more than 16 miles of county ditch, 

were treated for sediment and erosion 

control by utilizing Best Management 

Practices (BMPs).  

A hearing was held with landowners 

who have property in the areas of the 

legal ditch systems to acquire the 

necessary ditch rights-of-way. The 

landowners wanted to see work 

completed on the ditch systems and 

were supportive of getting buffers and 

side inlet controls installed along the 

ditch system. Together, all practices 

are expected to reduce sediment 

loading by 2,900 tons per year and 

phosphorus loading by 3,900 pounds 

per year. � 

 

  

» Location 

Clay County, Minnesota 

» Client 

Buffalo-Red River Watershed District 

» Contact 

Gerald Van Amburg 

Chairman 

218.354.7710 

 

 

13 (1915-208) 12-16-14 

» Client Benefits 
• Reduced sediment loading to the County ditch systems involved. 

• Reduced sediment loading to the Red River. 

• Reduced future ditch maintenance. 
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Georgetown Flood Mitigation Project 

Proposers 

Buffalo-Red River Watershed District (BRRWD) 

Description/Location: 

The project area is located in 

Georgetown, approximately 14 miles 

north of Moorhead.  The area is affected 

by flooding from backup flows from the 

Red River of the North, and the fact that 

the Buffalo River flows through the 

middle of town.  The proposed project 

will improve the existing flood protection 

levee constructed in 1999 that is 

experiencing some slope failures and 

provides an inadequate level of flood 

protection.  Two options have been developed with different levels of protection.  Option 1 is 

designed to provide flood protection with 2 feet of freeboard over the Base Flood Elevation 

(Flood elevation that has a 1% chance of equaling or exceeding that level in any given year 

“100-year Flood”).  Option 2 is designed to provide flood protection with 4 feet of freeboard over 

the Base Flood Elevation. It is estimated that both options will require 19 property buyouts due 

to geotechnical slope stability concerns with an additional 19 properties requiring partial 

purchase or easements. Both options will be constructed to FEMA standards; however Option 1 

does not provide protection to a certifiable level.  Option 1 does include provisions to increase 

the level of protection to a certifiable level at a future date.  Option 2 provides protection to a 

certifiable level and if constructed, homes protected by the project may receive lower flood 

insurance premiums.  The protection levels are based on the preliminary Clay County Flood 

Insurance Study completed in 2009.  The BRRWD has currently hired an appraiser to begin 

work on the buyouts.  Funding dependent, the project could be constructed in 2011.   

Project Benefits: In excess of $5,273,600 (current taxable market value). 

Flood Control Provide flood protection to approximately 91 acres and 55 structures. 

 

Estimated 
Project Cost 

Funds 
Received 

State Funds 
Needed  

Local Funds 

Option 1 $3,716,000 $655,000 $3,061,000 $30,638 

Option 2 $3,863,000 
   Difference $147,000 0 $73,500 $73,500 

Totals 
 

$655,000 $3,134,500 $104,138 
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Oakport Flood Mitigation Project 
 
Proposers   
Buffalo-Red River Watershed District 
  
Description/Location: 
The project area is located north of 
Moorhead and covers approximately a two 
square mile area. The project construction 
began in August 2009 with Phases 1B, 2, 
and 3A. Work continued in 2010 on Phases 
1A and 3B. Phase 3C was completed in 
2012.  The remaining phase (4) is anticipated 
to be completed in 2015 depending on 
funding availability. Approximately 60 
property buyouts have been completed. The constructed levee will be FEMA certified (local cost). 
The project is being built to 3 feet above the 2009 flood level – the flood of record to date. 

 
Project Benefits 
Flood Control Provides flood protection to approximately 750 acres and 450 properties. 
 Project has been designed to allow passage of the 100-year flood 

without adverse upstream or downstream impacts. 
 
Habitat Restoration Buyout locations will be converted to green space where practical. 
 
Erosion Reduction Overland flooding through the Oakport area will be reduced.  

Permanent Stormwater Detention ponds have been designed for the 
interior to reduce turbidity and suspended solids thereby improving 
water quality. All site drainage will be routed through the detention 
ponds. 

 
Dike: $22,031,792 State ($29,310,890) / Non-state ($741,253-2% MHI) 
Buyouts: $9,020,401 ($1,000,000-Other) 
 
Status: Construction began Fall 2009  

 
 

 
Prior Years 

 

 
FY 2010 

(7/1/09-6/30/10) 

 
FY 2011 

(7/1/010-6/30/11) 

 
FY 2012 

(7/1/11-6/30/12) 

 
FY 2013 

(7/1/12-6/30/13) 
 
Approvals PT/WD DNR/COE/WCA  

 
 

 

 
Funding 

 
State $6M 

O $100K 

 
State $11 

O $200K 

 
State $4M 

O $200K 

 
State $8.7M 

O $300K 

 
State $5M 

 
 
 

 
Project  
Design 

 
Project Design, 
Acquisition,  

Construction 

 
Acquisition, 
Construction 

 
Construction 

 
Finish Phase 3 
Construction 

Key: PT=Project Team; WG=Flood Damage Reduction Work Group; WD=Watershed District; DNR=Minnesota DNR; O=Other 

 

Partners: State of Minnesota Flood Damage Reduction Program/BRRWD/Oakport Township 
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Minnesota Board of Water & Soil Resources  •  www.bwsr.state.mn.us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2014 

 
The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) is pleased to announce that Bruce Albright, District 
Administrator for the Buffalo-Red River Watershed District (WD), has been honored as the 2014 Outstanding 
Watershed District Employee of the Year. 
 
Bruce has served more than thirty years as the WD’s administrator, a role that requires that he be not just the 
primary staff for the district, but its public face.  He supports the Board of Managers, manages the district’s daily 
operations, budget, outreach efforts, and partnerships with other government agencies, nonprofits, consultants 
and the public. 
 
In 2014, Bruce managed the successful completion of the multi-year 
Manston Slough project.  This 1,500-plus acre wetland restoration that 
spanned six square miles brings significant benefits to the district.  Better 
flood control, habitat restoration, increased water clarity to the 
downstream river, and other associated benefits from a wetland 
restoration are expected thanks to the project. Albright worked closely 
with the Department of Natural Resources and US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, who have significant land ownership within the project’s 
boundaries, as well as 32 private landowners, to make sure the project was 
a success.  His ability to work with both government agencies and these 
landowners was key. 
 
Bruce’s commitment to conservation and bringing everyone to the table 
has been a hallmark of his career.  He’s worked with hundreds of 
landowners, negotiating all kinds of easements and buyouts and managing 
water problems. A good number of the district’s projects center around 
flood control or flood damage, which can be especially challenging.  
Bruce’s honesty and fairness have earned him the respect of landowners, 
government staff at every level, and other conservation professionals. 
 
“Bruce’s leadership is evident in the work of the Buffalo-Red River 
Watershed District,” BWSR Executive Director John Jaschke said. “His 
careful stewardship of the Manston Slough project is just one example of 
the great work he’s done in the watershed, work that benefits not just local 
citizens, but the whole state.” 
 
The Outstanding Watershed District Employee of the Year is awarded at the Minnesota Association of Watershed 
Districts’ convention, held annually in December. 

Recognizing Excellence in 
Conservation 
2014 Watershed District Employee of the Year 

 

Buffalo-Red River Watershed 
District Administrator Bruce 
Albright speaks at the Manston 
Slough groundbreaking ceremony in 
September, 2013. 
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